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SUBJECT: REPORT TO 4TH CC PLENUM OF THE SED : POLITICAL 
ASPECTS 

1. (C) SUMMARY. THE FOURTH PLENUM OF THE GDR' S SOCIALIST 
UNITY PARTY OPENED JUNE 18 WITH THE DELIVERY OF THE 
POLITBURO'S REPORT BY HORST DOHLUS . THE POLITICAL 
POINTS OF INTEREST IN THE REPORT WERE THE CONTINUED AB- 
SENCE OF SIGNS OF REFORM, THE APPARENT CONTRAST OF 
COOLNESS TOWARD THE SOVIETS AND WARMTH TOWARD CHINA, AM- 
BIVALENT SIGNALS ON INNER- GERMAN RELATIONS, AND RENEWED 
CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT REAGAN'S BERLIN VISIT. TREATMENT 
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OF THE FRG WOULD SEEM TO CAST DOUBT ON PROSPECTS FOR 
A HONECKER TRIP TO WEST GERMANY THIS YEAR. ECONOMIC 
ASPECTS OF THE REPORT ARE BEING REPORTED SEPTEL. END 
SUMMARY. 
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2. (U) THE FOURTH CENTRAL COMMITTEE (CC) PLENUM OF EAST 
GERMANY'S SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY (SED) OPENED JUNE 18 IN 
EAST BERLIN. HORST DOHLUS , POLITBURO MEMBER AND CC 
SECRETARY FOR PARTY ORGANS, DELIVERED THE POLITBURO'S 
REPORT, A VERSION OF WHICH APPEARED IN THE JUNE 19 EDI- 
TION OF NEUES DEUTSCHLAND. 

3. (U) THE POLITBURO'S REPORT CONTAINED FEW SURPRISES. 
ONCE AGAIN, THERE WERE NO SIGNS THAT THE GDR IS CONTEM- 
PLATING SOVIET- STYLE REFORMS. REMARKS ON THE PARTY'S WORK 
SINCE THE LAST PLENUM WERE UNIFORMLY LAUDATORY. WITHOUT 
NOTING ANY SUCCESSES IN GORBACHEV'S PROGRAM , THE REPORT 
STATED MERELY THAT THE EAST GERMAN PARTY "OBSERVES WITH 
GREAT INTEREST AND FRATERNAL SOLIDARITY THE CPSU'S EF- 
FORTS" TO PUT INTO EFFECT THE TRANSFORMATIONS INTRODUCED 
BY THE TWENTY- SEVENTH CPSU CONGRESS. 

4. (U) THE REPORT SEEMED COOL IN ITS TREATMENT OF THE 
MEETING BETWEEN HONECKER AND GORBACHEV IN EAST BERLIN 
LAST MONTH, WHICH WAS CHARACTERIZED AS "FRIENDLY." WHILE 
THE MEETING WAS PLACED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE "FURTHER 
DEEPENING OF TRADITIONALLY CLOSE AND PROVEN COOPERATION," 
THE REPORT INDICATED THAT INCREASES IN "COOPERATION" 
WOULD HAVE TO CONFORM TO THE "TASKS OF SOCIALIST DEVELOP- 
MENT IN BOTH COUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL DEMANDS." 

5. (U) DISCUSSION OF CHINESE LEADER ZHAO'S VISIT TO 
EAST GERMANY LAST MONTH FOLLOWED IMMEDIATELY THE PRESEN- 
TATION OF GDR- SOVIET RELATIONS. IN CONTRAST TO THE 
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HONECKER-GORBACHEV MEETING, "COMRADE" ZHAO'S VISIT WAS 
DESCRIBED AS HAVING OCCURRED IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF "FRIEND- 
SHIP, MUTUAL RESPECT, UNDERSTANDING, AND TRUST." DURING 
THE "INTENSIVE AND FRUITFUL EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND 
EXPERIENCE REGARDING SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE GDR 
AND THE PRC," BOTH SIDES DETERMINED "WITH SATISFACTION" 
THAT ALL THE CONDITIONS FOR COMPREHENSIVE EXPANSION OF 
BILATERAL COOPERATION ALREADY EXISTED. FURTHERMORE THE 
REPORT SAID THAT ZHAO PRAISED THE "RESULTS OF SOCIALIST 
CONSTRUCTION" IN THE GDR (A REFERENCE MISSING FROM 
ACCOUNTS OF MEETINGS WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS) . 

6. (U) THE REPORT SENT CONFLICTING SIGNALS ON INNER- 
GERMAN RELATIONS. ON THE ONE HAND, THE FRG'S AGREEMENT 
TO THE DOUBLE ZERO OPTION FOR INF WAS RECOGNIZED AS "A 
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STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION . " IN ADDITION, IT WAS RE- 
PORTEDLY AGREED TO TAKE "FURTHER STEPS TOWARD DEEPENING 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE GDR AND THE FRG IN DIVERSE 
FIELDS . " ON THE OTHER HAND , THE REPORT TOOK CHANCELLOR 
KOHL TO TASK FOR "ONCE AGAIN REPEATING NATIONALIST, ANTI- 
GDR POSITIONS." KOHL'S LETTER TO THE "REVANCHIST LANDS- 
MANNS CHAFTEN , " IN WHICH HE STRESSED HIS PARTY'S RESURGENT 
INTEREST IN REUNIFICATION, WAS DESCRIBED AS "TYPICAL." 
THE SED FOUND IT HARD TO UNDERSTAND HOW THE FRG GOVERN- 
MENT COULD IMPROVE ITS RELATIONS TO THE GDR OR OTHER 
SOCIALIST STATES UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

7. (U) FAIRLY EARLY ON THE REPORT, THE SED RENEWED AT 
LENGTH ITS ATTACK ON PRESIDENT REAGAN'S "PROVOCATIVE" 
JUNE 12 SPEECH AT THE BRANDENBURG GATE. LATER, IN TREAT- 
MENT OF WEST BERLIN, IT CHARGED ONCE AGAIN THAT THE 
PRESIDENT VIOLATED THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT WHEN HE 
MET WITH FRG OFFICIALS IN BERLIN. 
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8. (C) COMMENT. THE DESCRIPTION OF HONECKER' S MEETING 
WITH THE CHINESE PREMIER WAS MUCH MORE EFFUSIVE THAN THE 
DESCRIPTION OF HONECKER' S MEETING WITH GORBACHEV. THIS 
SUGGESTS TO US THAT HONECKER AND GORBACHEV STILL HAVE 
DIFFERENCES OF PERSONALITY IF NOT POLICY. IN ADDITION, 
WE WERE STRUCK BY THE LANGUAGE USED TO DESCRIBE RELATIONS 
WITH THE FRG, WHICH SEEMED MORE CRITICAL THAN WHAT ONE 
MIGHT EXPECT IF A HONECKER TRIP TO THE FRG IS REALLY BACK 
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ON TRACK. THE INCONSISTENCY IN TREATMENT OF THE FRG MAY 
REFLECT A BACKI NG -AWAY BY THE PARTY LEADERSHIP FROM 
HONECKER' S EARLIER COMMENTS ABOUT VISITING HIS BIRTHPLACE 
IN SAARLAND -- COMMENTS WHICH WERE TAKEN BY MANY (IN- 
CLUDING OUR FRG COLLEAGUES HERE) AS AN INDICATION OF 
SOVIET CLEARANCE FOR THE HONECKER TRIP. AS FOR THE 
TRIP, IT APPEARS THAT HONECKER MAY STILL HAVE SOME DOUBTS 
TO OVERCOME WITHIN HIS OWN PARTY AS WELL AS IN MOSCOW. 

9. MOSCOW MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. MEEHAN 



UNCLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 



